Mathew 5:38-48 NIV

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for
tooth.’[a] 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If
anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other
cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your
shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to
go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who
asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to
borrow from you.

Mathew 5:38-48 NIV

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbor[b] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you
may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love
you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors
doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what
are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do
that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.

• The Sermon is full of an intense love for other
people that drive our motives and actions.
• Jesus wants our freedom and happiness,
especially when life is at its hardest.
• The original command in OT was to restrict
people’s over-reactions to hurts and abuses
the Christ-follower genuinely trusts God to
make wrongs right.
• Something in us rightly wants justice, but we
don’t know how to keep that under control.
oIt becomes less about justice and more about
satisfying a craving to hurt someone who has
hurt us.

puts a lot of responsibility on the people who have been
• Jesus
wronged throughout the Sermon.

the person who is offended and hurt to not be ruled by
• Tells
anger/hate
the person who has been manipulated to not lie to get
• Tells
what they want.

• Tells the unhappy person to not use others for pleasure.
the struggling married person to stay married or stay
• Tells
divorced.

this text, he goes way over the top in expecting hurt people to
• In
pray for and love those who hurt them.

• This person has endured a LOT of evil!

is speaking into real offenses beyond just hurt feelings, but
• Jesus
so many of us can’t get past hurt feelings.
can get hurt and offended so easily that we don’t know how to
• We
handle it when real hurt comes without over-reacting and
attacking them.

•

What is Jesus saying to real victims of evil here?
not responsible for the one who hurt you or the
• You’re
hurt done to you.
you’re responsible for what you do with your hurt
• But
you can respond by confessing to king me or King
Jesus.

•

•

When we are the king, we confess:
• Other’s sins to ourselves with bitterness.
• Other’s sins to another person in gossip.
• Other's sins to God seeking vengeance.
• Other’s sins to yourself in anger.

Jesus says to: risk hurt again; give above and beyond; do
more and more for the offender; don’t deny an opportunity
to help them; love and pray for them .

of us WILL respond when we are hurt by others
• All
you don’t have to be twice a victim:

1.
2.

Evil from others
Your sinful emotional response.

• In this text, Jesus says to:
• Lover your enemy.
• Pray for them.
• Do good to them.
the maturity and completion of God’s character in
• Pursue
you.

• When we are hurt by others, Scripture also
says to:
• Respond with gentleness and respect- 1
Peter 3.
• Kindness, gentleness, humility, patience,
forgiveness- Col. 3
• All given like Jesus gave, with no
expectation of return.
• When you respond harshly and selfishly, it
is sin on top of their sin to you.

• When we refuse to love and forgive and move
forward:
• The past controls us.
• We are holding that anger as a weapon.
• We hinder the long-term health of all of
our relationships.
• We bear the weight of someone else’s sin.

• This is a radical call to love from Jesus.
• Doing your best to avoid unnecessarily
escalating and prolonging conflict.
• Even encounters with evil and hurtful people
can be opportunities for the gospel and Jesus’
mission.
• Instead of plotting revenge, will you first
embody the love of Jesus?

• Are we really loving Jesus when we only love
those who “look” like you?
• That kind of love reveals a lingering
paganism in us.
• We must love against the grain of culture’s
poor expression of love.

• You must be reborn, recreated, and become a
new man in order to love like this; call on
Jesus now!
• Will you let Jesus take away the knee-jerk
reaction to get even?
• Will you move away from learned behavior of
plotting revenge?
• Will you seek a God-honoring, Kingdomadvancing lover toward those who have hurt
you?

