


Changed to be the Change 
Acts 11



ACTS 11:1-2 NIV 
The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that 
the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him



The gospel changes everything and everyone. 

1- the little racist in you 
The gospel changes everything in you that you submit to 
Christ 
Hidden things can be uncovered and changed so that you will 
want more change! 

2-the one that you believe is too far away to be changed 
Acts is full of people who could “never” be touched by God. 
No one is outside the saving grace of Jesus. 
What far out, crazy things is God up to today?



v.2- what an embarrassing group of people this is! 
 ancient and historical racism 
 Civil War Christian-endorsed racism 
 modern Christian-supported segregation and racism 

We should be embarrassed of many in the history of the 
Church regarding racism



BUT - these are also new believers in Christ who are 
listening, watching, learning and changing! 
They are seeking to discover how something that is so 
foreign could possibly be true as they learn to follow Christ 
  
Do the hard work of intentionally confronting the things that 
keep you in darkness and unchanged. 
What if what God says about your sin struggle is true? 
Are you overly critical of someone else’s embarrassing 
behavior as a Christian? 
  
Be careful - you are probably someone’s embarrassment!   
Get busy challenging the things that are keeping you from 
growing and changing.



Who is your eunuch, tanner, Cornelius? 

God: “You really want to change?  You gotta be with people 
who are different than you.” 
We need to be forever changed in how we see people who 
are not like us. 
The only way for that to happen is for us to be around 
tanners, centurions and eunuchs



ACTS 11:19-21 NIV  
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution 
that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only 
among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus 
and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks 
also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 
21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of 
people believed and turned to the Lord.



What happens as the church is changed by the Gospel - how 
they trust/value people who are different? 

They begin going intentionally to people who are different 
with the Gospel.



What is the Holy Spirit doing here? 
1- sending people to tell the good news about Jesus 
2- to Antioch 
This is like a death trap and the worst seedbed for the 
Gospel- it’s a death trap! 

You and the Gospel are strong enough. 
The gospel is most effective where it’s most different from 
the culture around it. 
It pleases God to change impossible people, then use them 
to change other impossible people. 
  
3-these are more unnamed, regular people being used by 
God.



ACTS 11:22-26 NIV  
22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they 
sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what 
the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged 
them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 
24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and 
a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and 
when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a 
whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and 
taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called 
Christians first at Antioch.



Miraculous things are happening in people who “could not” 
be changed! 

What happens over a 7 year period after the miracles of 
conversion? 
 the Word 
 discipleship 
 going 
 sending 

The Holy Spirit-changed church is discipling each other, 
going, and sending!



The world is looking for people who are CHANGED. 

God is changing people! 
God is changing us so he can send us so many more can 
come to know him and be changed! 

Are we discipling each other, going and sending? 
Who needs to go to the world with the Gospel?




