PRAY

BE READY TO ENCOUNTER GOD
HEART PREPARATION IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING

As you prepare your heart, home and family for Sunday at home worship, use these prayers and Scriptures. We
encourage you to have someone share a few of these out loud with each other before the service starts. Or
someone can read a special scripture and lead out in some prayer for the Sunday morning worship time. Heart
preparation is the most important thing you can do on a Sunday to be ready to encounter God in worship and the
Word!

PRAYERS

I am giving you worship with all my life,

I am giving you obedience with all my power, I am giving you praise with all my strength,
I am giving you honor with all my speech.

I am giving you love with all my heart,

I am giving you affection with all my sense,

I am giving you my being with all my mind,

I am giving you my soul,

O most high and holy God.

Praise to the Father, Praise to the Son, Praise to the Spirit, The Three in One.

-Alexander Carmichael

O gracious and holy Father, give us wisdom to perceive you, diligence to seek you, patience to wait for you,
eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate upon you, and a life to proclaim you, through the power of the spirit of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

-Benedict of Nursia



SCRIPTURE

You, O Lord, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name; leave us not, O Lord our God.
-Jeremiah 14:9

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”

Surely he will save you
from the fowler’s snare
and from the deadly pestilence.

He will cover you with his feathers,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.

You will not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,

nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
nor the plague that destroys at midday.

A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.

You will only observe with your eyes
and see the punishment of the wicked.

If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,”
and you make the Most High your dwelling,

no harm will overtake you,
no disaster will come near your tent.

For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways;

they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

You will tread on the lion and the cobra;
you will trample the great lion and the serpent.

“Because he[b] loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him;
I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.

He will call on me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble,
I will deliver him and honor him.

With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.”

-Psalm 91

But now thus says the Lord,

he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2091&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15410b

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers,

they shall not overwhelm you;

when you walk through fire

you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,

the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.
-Isaiah 43:1-3

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound
of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with
fine linen, bright and pure” — for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.

-Revelation 19:6-8

Shepherd God’s flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but freely, according to God’s will; not for
the money but eagerly; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.

— 1 Peter 5:2-3

PARTICIPATE

God Almighty, we lift up our church leaders to You. We pray for our pastors and ministers, elders and deacons,
teachers and ministry leaders. Instill shepherd hearts in them. Inspire them to dig deep into Your Word and root
their lives in You alone. Protect their families and time with their families. We pray for humility as they lead,
pouring out Your grace and generosity in them and through them. Preserve their witness — lead them as they
walk with You, and give them the capacity to showcase Your love, mercy and forgiveness. Provide
accountability as they lead us, and compel us to be faithful to stand in the gap for them. We praise You for the
leaders You have raised up in this church! Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of
the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”

— Matthew 9:37-38



PRAYER

Savior, open our eyes to the harvest before us. Lead us as a church to go out in the fields and get to work. We
pray that you raise up men, women and children to make disciples here and around the world. Show this church
how to be involved in Your Kingdom work, and motivate us to get to it. You are our Lord — and we will follow
You! May your Holy Spirit give us the power to preach the Gospel to all creation, to make disciples of all
nations, to care for the widows and orphans, to be Your hands and feet. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

SCRIPTURE

But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember then how far you have
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from
its place—unless you repent.

— Revelation 2:4-5

AFTER THE SERVICE

Jesus, we can only love because You first loved us. You gave Yourself for us. We are YOUR body. We are
nothing without You. Do not allow us as a church to take You or Your message of redemption for granted.
Deepen our love. Show us how to love. We proclaim as a church that we love You!! You are our God! We want
no one but You! Show us where we have failed. Bring us to repentance. Forgive us! You are our first, and only
love, dear Jesus.



