
Friday
Read: Matthew 27:45–50

For a world that prizes material wealth, earthly power, and outward beauty, it is difficult to see how 
Good Friday could be good news. After all, why would anyone want to follow a Man who was 
rejected, spat upon, beaten, flogged, mocked, and crucified? This is probably not the kind of Messiah 
we would come up with on our own.  

As we remember Christ’s death and what He accomplished for us, here are some questions to reflect 
upon:

How should we view sin through the picture of the cross?

If the cross is God’s opinion about sin on full display, what should be our response to Him?

As Christians what confidence should we fine in the cross?

What does it mean to you that His death is now our death?  That we have been crucified with 
Christ?

Our hope is not ultimately in ourselves, but in the One who died in our place. We are forgiven 
because Christ was forsaken.  Christ died in our place. This is why He came to Jerusalem. Better yet, 
this is why He took on flesh––to endure temptation, rejection, and ultimately death––all so that we 
might be reconciled to God. He was bringing salvation to sinners and glory to the Father.

Let’s practice living like the work of Christ is the truth that marks our lives.

Easter Weekend Family Devotionals

Good Friday…Good News?



Saturday 
“You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay” (Acts 2:27 
NIV).

Jesus is terribly silent on Saturday.  The women have anointed his body and placed it in Joseph’s 
tomb.  The dead body of Christ is as mute as the stone that guards it.  He spoke much on Friday. He 
will liberate the slaves of death on Sunday.  But on Saturday, Jesus is silent.
So is God.  He made himself heard on Friday.  He tore the curtains of the temple, opened the graves 
of the dead, rocked the earth, blocked the sun from the sky, and sacrificed the Son of Heaven.  Earth 
heard much of God on Friday.
Nothing on Saturday.  Jesus is silent.  God is silent.  Saturday is silent.

Does your normal Easter Weekend discussion skip Saturday?

What do you think Saturday was like after the death of Jesus? (for, the disciples, Jesus’ family, the 
roman guards, Isreal’s religious leaders)

Easter weekend discussions tend to skip Saturday.  Friday and Sunday get the press.  The crucifixion 
and resurrection command our thoughts.  But don’t ignore Saturday.  You have them, too.
Silent Saturdays.  The day between the struggle and the solution; the question and the answer; the 
offered prayer and the awaited answer.

How do you tend to deal with the silence of God?

Explain a time you may have felt abandoned by God.

What could God possibly be doing during times when He is silent?

Jesus knew God would not leave him alone in the grave.  You need to know that, too: God will not 
leave you alone with your struggles.  His silence is not his absence, his inactivity is never apathy.  
Saturdays have their purpose. They let us feel the full force of God’s strength. Had God raised Jesus 
fifteen minutes after the death of His son, would we have appreciated the act? Were He to solve your 
problems the second they appear, would you appreciate His strength?  If this virus were to come and 
go quickly would we be changed?

For His reasons, God inserts a Saturday between our Fridays and Sundays.  If today is one for you, 
be patient.  As one who endured the silent Saturday wrote:  “Be patient, brethren, until the coming of 
the Lord” (James 5:7).

The Silence of Saturday



Sunday
Read: John 20:11-18

How fitting that Mary Magdalene was among the earliest witnesses to the empty tomb. This woman 
who had been healed of seven demons (Luke 8:2) was the epitome of who Jesus had come to seek 
and to save (Luke 19:10). Now, because of her devotion to Him, Mary went to the tomb early on 
Sunday morning. She was distraught when she saw that Jesus’ body was no longer there, for she 
assumed that someone had taken it away. The idea of a resurrection was the furthest thing from her 
mind.
When Jesus appeared to Mary, she mistook Him for the gardener. But when Jesus called her name, 
Her eyes were opened and she recognized Him immediately. It was just as Jesus had said: “My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). The same holds true today, 
for as the living Christ calls His people through the gospel, they respond in faith and follow Him.

As we reflect on that first Easter Sunday, discuss how the resurrection of Christ give us hope in these 
areas.

Regarding our Sin?

In light of our Current Circumstances?

In an unclear Future?

In Light of Eternity?

Christ has conquered death for us. 

O death, where is your victory?  
    O death, where is your sting? (1 Corinthians 15:55)

Regardless of how the world responds to our message, we serve a Savior who has all authority in 
heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). And this resurrected Savior has promised to be with us “to the 
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

Unlike Mary, we have not seen Jesus with our eyes and we do not have the privilege of going to the 
empty tomb.  However, like Mary, we have heard Christ’s voice speaking through Scripture and we 
can tell others what we have heard. Also like Mary, we have been shown infinite grace from the 
crucified and risen Lord.
He is alive, living in us today, fulfilling every promise he ever made to us through his death, burial and 
resurrection!  Happy Easter!

The Savior is Risen!


