
Crush the Fool?
Proverbs 27



Ephesians 5:15-21
15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise 
men but as wise, 16 making the most of your time, 
because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do 
not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 
filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always 
giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 21 and be subject 
to one another in the fear of Christ.



• If you think all of this talk about foolishness is so Old 
Testament, think again!

• If I don’t intentionally walk in wisdom with Christ, I 
can quickly drift toward foolishness

• Paul reminds us that our default condition is not 
wisdom



• What does a Christian fool look like?
•

• You don’t care about wasting your life
• You don’t seek to know, love and understand God
• You don’t live in step with the Holy Spirit



• Proverbs tells us a lot about what it looks like to         
be a fool

• What do all of these descriptions have in common?
•

• The fool denies God by placing himself in the 
position of being the only god he wants to serve

• And the fool is more than OK with this; he’s the 
best there is!

• What is the hope for our foolishness?  



1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19 For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY 
THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF 
THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” 20 Where is the wise 
man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was 
well-pleased through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe.



22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for 
wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because 
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider 
your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to shame the things which are 
strong,



28 and the base things of the world and the despised 
God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may 
nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast 
before God. 30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it 
is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE 
LORD.”



• We have to exchange our foolishness for God’s 
wisdom that looks like foolishness in the person of 
Jesus

• We want rules, self improvement, a plan to work 
through- and he sends us Jesus

• We have to be wise enough to be humble, dependent 
and submissive; broken by our sin

• We want to take steps toward wisdom



Proverbs 27:1
1 Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know 
what a day may bring forth.



• There’s a pervasive ethic in Scripture that instructs 
us to live for today, now- to be present

• Wisdom means I trust that God is making the most of 
my life up to today and he will hold me through the 
storms to the end

• Thank God we live in the grace of not having to undo 
yesterday or figure out tomorrow!

• Thank God for the grace he gives you to live today- 
make the most of it!



• This is your shot at life!  What are you doing with your 
new day today?

• No matter how big of a screw up we are, God trusts 
us to be Christ for other people

• Serve people with your new today!

• Are you SPENDING all you have today or INVESTING 
all you have in people for eternity?

• Take a step toward wisdom in how you live today



Proverbs 27:8 
8 Like a bird that wanders from her nest, So is a man 
who wanders from his home.



• The problem is that we don’t intend to live like fools 
and wander- live like you mean to!

• What can cause us to wander from home?
•

• Trusting our own hearts
• Pain
• Me-itis 
• Neglected nests



• What are you doing to build and nurture your spiritual 
home?

• Live on purpose and fail UP!

• Take a step toward wisdom by living on purpose



Proverbs 27:9 &11 
9 Oil and perfume make the heart glad, So a man’s 
counsel is sweet to his friend.

11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart glad, That I 
may reply to him who reproaches me.



• A complete overhaul in how you think, believe and 
behave

• Who are your 5-8 opinion leaders?
•

• You’re following/being shaped by someone!

• Piper- gaining wisdom is:
•

• Factual knowledge
• Situational insight
• Necessary resolve
• PJ- relational confidence

• Take a step toward wisdom by working your plan to 
gain wisdom



Proverbs 27:22 
22 Though you pound a fool in a mortar with a pestle 
along with crushed grain, Yet his foolishness will not 
depart from him.



• Am I stuck in my foolishness?
•

• You can get stuck there in because of your pride

• The problem with our foolishness is that we are fools!

• Foolishness isn’t an unlearnable learned behavior- its 
a heart problem

• We need the Gospel every day!

• Take a step toward wisdom by trusting daily Gospel 
grace



Proverbs 27:19 
19 As in water face reflects face, So the heart of man 
reflects man.



• Who you look like?  A fool?  The world?  Family?    
Your opinion leader?

• "James Butler Bonham—no picture of him exists. This 
portrait is of his nephew, Major James Bonham, 
deceased, who greatly resembled his uncle. It is 
placed here by the family that people may know the 
appearance of the man who died for freedom.”

• Take a step toward wisdom by looking like Jesus
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