


• 2017 Giving USA Report: 
• $127.4 billion given to religious groups ($410 billion 

overall) 
• Tithers make up 10-25% of any congregation 
• 8/10 who give to churches have 0 credit card debt 
• Christians give 2.5% of income to churches 
• Families making $75k or more donate 1% of their income 



• Why do people give? 
• missionally driven 
• make a difference 
• personal satisfaction 
• family upbringing 
• personal stories 
• religious beliefs 

• Why do people stop giving? 
• giving doesn’t make a difference



• Don’t receive God’s grace in vain, cleanse yourself and 
perfect holiness 
• relationships with other believers 
• relationships with the lost 
• giving  

• How much do we own things and how much do our things 
own us? 

• Under all of this must be the deep seated belief that God 
really is better than everything else



2 Corinthians 8:1-2  
Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace 
of God which has been given in the churches 
of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their 
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in 
the wealth of their liberality. 



• Despite their struggles, Macedonians gave generously- why? 
• When their joy from the gospel met extreme need, 

sacrificial giving led to crazy generosity 
• “poverty plus gospel joy produced riches” - Keller 

• Money has a close connection to power 
• our powerlessness 
• restoring some power 
• empower ministry



2 Corinthians 8:9-10 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became 
poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 
I give my opinion in this matter, for this is to your 
advantage, who were the first to begin a year ago not 
only to do this, but also to desire to do it.



• If we have accepted Jesus’ generosity on the cross, we must 
pass it on to others 

• Christ didn’t give from spare resources or leftovers; he gave 
away his riches  
• Our giving should start with the Gospel- sacrifice to 

extremities 

• Guilt didn’t make the list of reasons why people give - we 
give from gospel joy! 

• Joy at what? 
• the cross and grace   
• the opportunity to give like that to others



2 Corinthians 9:5-7  
So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they 
would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your 
previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same 
would be ready as a bountiful gift and not affected by 
covetousness. 

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. Each one must do just as he has 
purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 



• God cares as much about our heart’s attitude toward giving 
as he does about what we give 

• We want to be people who are both generous and joyful in 
giving 

• Biblical generosity is never tied to income/material goods 

• Deuteronomy 15:10 helps us understand this principle 
better



2 Corinthians 9:8-11  
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have 
an abundance for every good deed; as it is written, 
“He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor,  
His righteousness endures forever.” 

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will 
be enriched in everything for all liberality, which 
through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 



• How does God respond to our giving? 
• giving us abundance for good deeds 
• more to sow into others 
• more so we can be generous



2 Corinthians 9:13-15  
Because of the proof given by this ministry, they 
will glorify God for your obedience to your confession of 
the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of 
your contribution to them and to all, while they also, by 
prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the 
surpassing grace of God in you. Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift! 



• Giving is all about the Gospel 

• “If you are not generous, you haven’t really experienced 
the Gospel. If you feel guilty about how little generosity you 
show, you have never really understood the Gospel.” 

• What is biblical generosity? 
• as able   
• as lead by the Spirit 
• sacrificially 

• What if one of the causes of our bland Christianity is tied to 
our lack of sacrificial generosity?



• Giving isn’t primarily a matter of finances; its a matter of 
the heart 

• God is worth the moment-to-moment investments we make 
that shape the direction of our lives 

• We must spend money in a way that worships the One who 
made everything 

• “What does your spending reveal about who or what 
commands the worship of your heart?”



• Give your heart to God 
• Give regularly 
• Give to help others 
• Give with priority 
• Give with joy 

God give me your spirit of generosity!





SIGN UP ONLINE AT TSF-CHURCH.COM



Cost: $5 
Sign up online at tsf-church.com


