


• Jesus does not allow us to set the terms by which we come 
to Him 

• Fishermen had to drop their nets 
• Tax collector had to leave the tax table 
• Some had no place to call home  
• Unable to bury their dead father  
• Could not say goodbye to their family 
• Couldn’t elevate money as the thing that gives them 
security 

• Must take up their cross and follow Him…



Mark 10:17–22 (ESV) 

17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and 
knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You 
know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 
defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to 
him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack 
one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 
22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions.



• Who was this guy? 
• Matthew - he is a young guy 
• Luke - he is a ruler 
• Matt, Mark, and Luke - he is wealthy 

• Apparently, he is a pretty good guy 
• He has followed all of the commandments 
• Possible that he was a pharisee 

• He is eager 
• What must I do to inherit eternal life? 
• Surprising question—from a Jew 

• Following the Law = path to eternal life 
• Apparently he still wasn’t sure 
• The Lord has put this into our hearts…that we 
won’t ever quite get there by our own efforts



• The perfect addition to the team? 
• He could bring wealth, notoriety, and energy to the team



• Jesus addressed his skewed view of mankind 

• Jesus immediately zeros in one something that everyone 
else missed - including most of us… 



• And this is what I imagine Peter’s face looked like as this all 
happened:



• He saw Jesus as a “good” person 
• A view that mankind is basically good = no need for 
Christ and the cross 

• We could simply live right and make it into heaven 
without the cross 

• Am I good enough to get into heaven, and if not, what other 
good things can I do to earn this eternal life?



• Jesus addresses the issue and says, “No one is good except 
God alone” 

• Romans 2:12 ESV 
• Romans 3:9 ESV 
• Romans 3:23 ESV 
• Psalm 14:2–3 ESV 
• Psalm 53:1–3 ESV 

• We cannot do it…we cannot be “good” 

• Mankind is not good



• Exchanging your idols for Jesus 

• Jesus was offering a trade here… 

• Lay down your self righteousness and your stuff and you get 
me 

• But it could not be both…



• Mark 10:22 ESV 
• Disheartened = he became dark, or appalled.  
• This is the only time that was recorded in the New 
Testament of someone walking away from Jesus sorrowful



• Mark 10:23–27 ESV 
• Jesus attacks the things that we love the most because 
they are the very things keeping us from entering the 
kingdom 

• It is impossible for us to do this  
• But it is not impossible for Him



• Our Churches are filled with Rich Young Rulers 
• Filled with “pretty good people”  

• What is it that I am holding onto? 
• It’s the thing that you worry about losing the most.  

• Two types of people in the room 
• The genuine Christian who struggles with the idol 
• The non-Christian who refuses to put their idol down



• This is the greatest trade in the world 
• What is your “safety blanket”? 

• Jesus is better 
• Giving up your idol to embrace and follow Jesus 
results in a radical life-change 

• 1 Peter 1:22–2:5 ESV


