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John 3:16 (NASB) 

16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life.”



• John reminds us that Christmas is about love 
• But we have a hard time understanding love, don’t we? 

• We ask, “How can I know God loves me?” 
• God does what our souls want and need most—he sends 
his son to die for us! 

• Jesus is the gift that proves that God really knows me 
and is giving me what’s best 

• We argue with God—“No, something else would be 
better” 

• Jesus came to show us God loves us!



• God’s love for us is crazy! 

• It would make more sense if the verse said God tolerated or 
pitied or mercifully didn’t vaporize us 

• AND—God loves the WORLD!  
• When John says that, he means all of humanity that says 
“We don’t want you or your love. We want to be king” 

• God’s love is staggering bc its directed toward rebellious 
people who love themselves more than anything and think 
they can scratch and crawl their way into heaven 

• God sees the whole big wide world and its ugliness—and 
loves it—and gives Jesus for it 

• Yet we still struggle to believe; our lives and choices betray 
us



Ephesians 3:14–19 (NASB) 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 
16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the 
inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the 
love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled up to all the fullness of God.



• Why does God want us so badly to know that he loves us? 
• Because he knows that we think it but we don’t KNOW it
—that our lives aren’t based on it 

• Like the junior high girl, we are more controlled and 
influenced by the opinions/loves of others than we are by 
God’s laws



• How much does the criticism of others hurt you?   

• Are you overly critical? 

• How long is your list of unforgivables? 
• These things have captured your heart and imagination, 
and that is where your treasure is 

• When we don’t live in God’s love, we are fakers



• Paul wants Christ to dwell in our hearts 

• Dwell = settle down; make his home in us 
• Have you invited Jesus to be the honored guest or is he 
the new owner/master of your heart? 

• I know God loves me by the volume and quality of changes 
he has made in me and I start to look like him 

• God wants you to KNOW Christ’s love, powerfully and 
experientially 

• Paul tries to capture our imaginations with God’s love



• Be captured by the love of God! 

• Know and experience the love of God in all you believe and 
do 

• I want to know this love!


