


Missions and Missional Living = Buzzwords 

• 2008 - 11% of American Christians had been on a short term 
mission trip 

• What tangible, everyday effect or change have these experiences 
had on the lives of the participants? 

• What makes me missional? 
• Our Christianity is boring and joyless because we aren’t 

missional



Understanding the Missional Path: 
The Why, What, and How of Mission 

• Why? 
• Why is this important? 

• What? 
• What is the goal?  

•  How? 
•How do I accomplish the goal? 



WHY Get On the Missional Path? 

• Very simply, it is a command—not a suggestion from the Lord 

• And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20 ESV)



• Where is the command?  
•  It is in the word disciple—or make disciples 
•  Disciples is the goal, discipleship is the command 
• John 20:21 ESV 

• AS JESUS WAS SENT—to bring hope, light, truth, and the 
message of the gospel—by laying down His life!



• We should need no other reason to obey than because Jesus said 
so, and we claim to know Him 

• John 14:15 ESV 

• SO WHY do we embark on the Missional Path? 
• Because we love Jesus and He told us to do it…



• WHAT we should be doing on the Missional Path?  
•  We are to make disciples! 
•  3 Basic Guidelines for Making Disciples: 

1. They are to be from all nations 
2. We are to baptize them 
3. We are to teach them to observe (do) all that He 

commanded us 
• We are doing everything that we can to help others know who 

Jesus is, baptize them once they accept Him, help them follow 
Him as closely as possible, and teach them to obey!



How Do I Faithfully Walk the Missional Path? 

• “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 
thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. “You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light 
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:13–16 ESV) 

• HOW? Be salt and light!



• Salt was highly valuable in Jesus’ time 
• Purity 

•  The Romans asserted that salt was the purest of all things  
•  Preservation 

•  Salt has the ability to preserve food



• Salt metaphor applied 
• He expects us to be purifying Agents 

• Helmut Thielicke - “To look at some Christians, one would 
think that their ambition is to be the honeypot of the world. 
They sweeten and sugar the bitterness of life with an all too 
easy conception of a loving God…But Jesus, of course, did 
not say, “You are the honey of the world.” He said, “You are 
the salt of the earth.” Salt bites, and the unadulterated 
message of the judgment and grace of God has always 
been a biting thing.”



• He expects us to be preserving agents 
• “To try to improve society is not worldliness but love. To wash 

your hands of society is not love but worldliness.” - Sir Frederick 
Catherwood 

• “God has chosen you, in order to remove, through you, the 
wavering from the rest of men; through you the peoples are to 
be, as it were, preserved from corruption” - Augustine



• Losing saltiness 
• How can salt lose its taste?  

•  William Barclay, the great Scottish theologian said that “If 
Christians are not fulfilling their purpose as Christians, then they 
are on the way to disaster. We are meant to be the salt of the 
earth, and if we do not bring to life the purity, the antiseptic 
power, the radiance that we ought, then we invite disaster.”



• Light of the World 
• “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. (Matthew 
5:14–15 ESV) 

• What is this light that Jesus refers to? 

• John 1:1-9



• How do we bear the light?  
•  Visibly!! 

•  Jesus intends that this light is to be seen by others 

• The purpose of the Light: 
•  The glory of God



Matthew 5:16 (ESV) 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.



• How do I translate Matthew 5:13-16 into my everyday life?  
•  Use the suggestions in your Pathways Card 

• We should be asking two questions about ourselves:  
• FIRST - WHO AM I?  

• YOU ARE the salt of the earth 
• YOU ARE the light of the world 

• SECOND - HOW SHOULD MY SALT AND LIGHT BE PUT TO 
USE?
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