The Good Book




® | eading up to our text today...
e God liberates His people:

e \Water turned to blood

e Hordes of frogs

e Swarms of gnats and flies

e Egyptian livestock die

e Boils over Egyptians’ bodies

e Giant hail

e Huge clouds of locusts
e Darkness over the land for three days
e Firstborn in every household dies (including Pharaoh'’s firstborn)




e Approaching the Sea
e Exodus 14:1-4 (ESV) - 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the

people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-hahiroth,
between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall
encamp facing it, by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the people of
Israel, "“They are wandering in the land; the wilderness has shut them
in. 4 And | will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, and
| will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall
know that | am the Lord.” And they did so.



* Where is Israel?
® They are approaching the wilderness
* This was a place that was avoided by most everyone, because it
was difficult to survive
* Impossible situations
® This is the worst case scenario
e But this is exactly where the Lord wants His people
e God loves the “impossible” situations because it is a moment for
Him to shine and for Him to show off His incredible power



e Exodus 14:5-9 (ESV) - 5 When the king of Egypt was told that the
people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed
toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we
have let Israel go from serving us?” 6 So he made ready his chariot and
took his army with him, 7 and took six hundred chosen chariots and all
the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8 And the Lord
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people
of Israel while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. 9 The
Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and his

horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the sea, by Pi-
hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

e Pharaoh's Hard Heart

e The difficult thing to wrap our minds around here is v. 8
® The Lord strengthened and reinforced Pharaoh'’s resolve to
rebel and set himself against the Lord
e Why would the Lord do this?



e Exodus 14:4 - 4 "And | will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue
them, and | will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians
shall know that | am the Lord.” And they did so.




e God’s Glory is the driving factor
® There are two things that we have to understand about the Lord

hardening someone’s heart:
1. Our teelings about what the Lord does count for nothing
2. God is pertect and everything that He does is perfect



e Romans 9:18 ESV - So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he
hardens whomever he wills.

e Isaiah 64:8 ESV - But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay,
and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.

e Jeremiah 18:4 ESV - And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled
in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed
good to the potter to do.

e Romans 9:21 ESV - Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of
the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for
dishonorable use?



e | exist for God, He does not exist for me

® The Lord has a purpose—namely, His glory to be seen in all the earth and
all of His creation is subservient to that purpose—including you and me




e Between a rock and a hard place

e Exodus 14:10-14 (ESV) - 10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of
Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after
them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the
Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt
that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you
done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you
in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord
will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”

e \We become comfortable in even the uncomfortable



e Answering the fear and doubt
e “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will
work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall
never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be
silent.”
e We must continually remind ourselves of the Lord’s
faithfulness!



e Cue the God of Miracles

e Exodus 14:15-20 (ESV) - 15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to
me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel
may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And | will harden the hearts of
the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and | will get glory over
Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the
Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when | have gotten glory over
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 19 Then the angel of God who
was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and
the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them,

20 coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there
was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one
coming near the other all night.

e He told them to go forward before anything had happened to the

Sed




e Exodus 14:19-31 (ESV) - 19 Then the angel of God who was going
before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of
cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20 coming
between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud
and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the
other all night. 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the
sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel
went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to
them on their right hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and
went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his
chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the Lord in the
pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw
the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that
they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel,
for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.”



* (cont.) 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the
sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning
appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw[c] the
Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered
the chariots and the horsemen: of all the host of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But the people
of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall
to them on their right hand and on their left. 30 Thus the Lord saved
Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the
Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.



e \What was the ultimate result of this whole ordeal?
* |srael was saved

® Their enemy was crushed

e God was glorified




* |sthe Lord taking you the long way?

® Have you thought about why He is leading you that way?




